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The Dylan Thomas Birthplace

Versifier in Residence

The title Versifier is an ancient term which predates Poet Laureate and which we define broadly as a person who, like Dylan himself, writes not only verse but short stories, novels, plays etc. – a lyrical writer. 

The Birthplace Versifier in Residence will play a key role in developing the Birthplace’s audience for literature and highlighting it as one of the focal points of the Dylan Thomas 100 Festival.

The Birthplace was where Dylan lived for 23 years and wrote two thirds of his published work in his tiny bedroom. During the development of his work Dylan was aided by friends and family and similarly this is an opportunity for a poet and writer based in the Swansea Bay region at a point of development in their career to:

· Be part of any exciting and dynamic Birthplace programme and use it as a springboard to move on

· Encourage a wide range of people to share their passion for literature in its broadest sense

· Involve visitors and others in reading, writing and listening to poetry and prose

· Encourage school pupils, students and members of community groups to get involved with writing

· Contribute to and create literary events in liaison with the Birthplace Director as part of the Festival

· Meet other writers visiting the Festival and Birthplace

· Raise the profile of literature as an important strand of the Birthplace

· Celebrate and raise the profile of their own work

· Create poems and literary works inspired by the experience

The successful candidates will:

· Be based in the Swansea Bay region

· Demonstrate an ability to produce work of a publishable quality

· Have some experience of running workshops in schools or community groups

· Have experience in reading or performing their work.

There is no age limit but preference will be given to candidates at the start of their career 

Period of Residency  During the Dylan Thomas 100 Festival year it is proposed to create two residencies. Residency One will be for the period March to June 2014. Residency Two will be for the period June to September 2014. During October and November 2014 the two Versifiers will join forces to work together in the period around the anniversary of Dylan’s 100th birthday (27th October). 

Fee and Disbursements The Birthplace Versifier in Residence is an honorary position but reasonable expenses will be available. Some work for third party organisations may be available which may be fee paying. The Birthplace is also available as a place of study without charge. Overnight accommodation may be available at the Birthplace or Clyne Farm Centre on occasion.

Role of the Birthplace Versifier in Residence  The Birthplace Versifier in Residence will contribute their own ideas examples could include anything from poetry posters to poetry breakfasts, poetry pub crawl, Birthplace multimedia event, storytelling tea party, Rhyme and Dine evening, poetry bingo, impromptu rap sessions to developing a new online and printed anthology with local people. The Birthplace is keen to allow the new post holders to come up with their own ways to engage people of all ages in literature in its broadest sense.

There are also a number of pre-established Birthplace Versifier in Residence tasks  that are planned:

Workshops in Schools and Community Centres  The Birthplace has excellent links with local schools. The Birthplace Versifier is expected to deliver a range of linked or stand alone workshops on writing or reading poetry or prose to a selection of local schools and/or community groups, local poetry and writing groups. The selection of groups and the way these are focussed will depend on the Versifier’s interests, experience and availability around any other employment. 

These could include:

· Assisting with the organisation of the monthly meetings of the Cwmdonkin Poets group to be launched in February 2014.

· Primary schools workshops which may include a twilight session for teachers.

· Sessions with community groups which might involve older people, young people in youth clubs or a specific setting such as sports clubs

· Poetry and writing workshops

· Readings in suitable venues for their work such as libraries, cafes, supermarkets, shops

Publications The Birthplace reserve the right to have first option to publish any work produced as part of the Residency but the copyright will remain with the writer.

Support for Other Literary Events The Birthplace Versifier will have the opportunity to take the lead on the Birthplace’s contribution to other evens such as National and World Poetry and Book Days, Shakespeare Week.

Admin and Liaison In liaison with the Birthplace Director, the Birthplace Versifier will be expected to administer their own programme. For example, if the Versifier is keen to go into schools the Birthplace will identify and arrange times with relevant schools but the Versifier will be responsible for organising and delivering the sessions and liaison on the day. 

How to Apply 

Please send the following to the Dylan Thomas Birthplace, 5 Cwmdonkin Drive, Uplands, Swansea SA2 0RA by mail or email (info@dylanthomasbirthplace.com by 12 noon 21st February 2014 

· Your CV which must include information on any published work

· Two to three examples of your work

· A brief letter outlining your approach to the residency and the kinds of ideas you might want to put into practice to encourage people’s engagement in the Birthplace and literature. Please state whether you have any preference for either Residency One or Residency Two

Interviews will be held within two weeks of closing date

We set the scene - where you travel is limited only by your inspiration and imagination

